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aged those who embraced the Roman interest, he went back into Gaul,
after eighteen days' stay in Germany. But his expedition into Britain
was the most famous testimony of his courage. For he was the first
who brought a navy into the western ocean, or who sailed into the At-
lantic with an army to make war; and by invading an island, the re-
ported extent of which had made its existence a matter of controversy
among historians, many of whom questioned whether it were not a
mere name and fiction, not a real place, he might be said to have car-
ried the Roman empire beyond the limits of the known world. He
passed thither twice from that part of Gaul which lies over against
it, and in several battles which he fought did more hurt to the enemy
than service to himself, for the islanders were so miserably poor that
they had nothing worth being plundered of. When he found himself
unable to put such an end to the war as he wished, he was content
to take hostages from the king, and to impose a tribute, and then
quitted the island. At his arrival in Gaul, he found letters which lay
ready to be conveyed over the water to him from his friends at Rome,
announcing his daughter's death, who died in labor of a child by
Pompey. Caesar and Pompey both were much afflicted with her
death, nor were their friends less disturbed, believing that the alliance
was now broken, which had hitherto kept the sickly commonwealth in
peace, for the child also died within a few days after the mother.
The people took the body of Julia, in spite of the opposition of the
tribunes, and carried it into the field of Mars, and there her funeral
rites were performed, and her remains are laid,
Caesar's army was now grown very numerous, so that he was forced
to disperse them into various camps for their winter quarters, and
he having gone himself to Italy as he used to do, in his absence a
general outbreak throughout the whole of Gaul commenced, and large
armies marched about the country, and attacked the Roman quarters,
and attempted to make themselves masters of the forts where they
lay. The greatest and strongest party of the rebels, under the com-
mand of Abriorix, cut off Cotta and Titurius with all their men, while
a force sixty thousand strong besieged the legion under the com-
mand of Cicero, and had almost taken it by storm, the Roman sol-
diers being all wounded, and having quite spent themselves by a
defense beyond their natural strength. But Caesar, who was at a great
distance, having received the news, quickly got together seven thou-
sand men, and hastened to relieve Cicero. The besiegers were aware
of it, and went to meet him, with great confidence that they should
easily overpower such a handful of men. Csesar, to increase their
presumption, seemed to avoid fighting, and still marched off, till he
found a place conveniently situated for a few to engage against many,
where he encamped. He kept his soldiers from making any attack
upon the enemy, and commanded them to raise the ramparts higher